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To  : The  Coalville  Urban  District  Council. 


I-Ir  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  for  the  year  1954- 

The  Report  follows  the  general  lines  indicated  in  Circular 
28/54^  dated  15th  December,  1954^  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
includes  the  information  asked  for  in  Circular  l/54;  dated  12th 
January,  1954* 

I wish  to  thank  the  Surveyor  and  Vfeter  Thgineer  for 
information  supplied  respecting  public  v/ater  supplies,  sewerage  and 
public  cleansing,  and  for  ready  co-operation  in  many  ways.  I have 
also  to  thank  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  every  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Department  for  their  enthusiasm  and  co-operation  throughout 
the  year. 


And  I would  again  thank  you,  l-Ir  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council,  for  your  continued  consideration  and  courtesy. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Yours  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June  1955. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  6,511 
Population  (1951  census)  25^739 
Population  (est,  middle  1954)  25,720 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  1954)  7^609 
Ptateable  value  (1954)  £122,941 
Product  of  Id  rate  (1954)  £483 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births : 


M. 

F. 

Totcul. 

Legitimate 

179 

203 

382 

Illegitimate 

10 

184 

213 

397 

Birth  Rate  per  1000 

estimated  population  mid. 

1954  - 15.4 

Adjusted  Rate 

- 14.9 

351  live  births  were  registered 

in  Coalville, 

36  of  which  were 

transferred  out. 

ks  the  tota3. 

number  was  397 

',  82  births  were 

transferred  in. 

Still  Births : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

8 

7 

15 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

10 

8 

18 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total 

(live  and  Still)  births  - 43i4 

Adjusted  Rate 

- 42.1 

7 Still  Births  were 

registered  in  Coalville,  1 

of  Wiich  was 

transferred  out. 

12  therefore 

being  transferred  in. 

Deaths : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

145 

101 

246 

Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated  population  mid.  1954 
Adjusted  Rato 


- 9.5 

- 10.2 


184  deaths  were  registered  in  Coalville,  5 which  were 
transferred  out.  67  deaths  were  transferred  in,  giving  the 
total  number  of  deaths  allocated  to  Coalville  as  246. 
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Platernal  Mortality: 

Rate  per  1000  Total  (live  and  still)  births  - 0 


Dearth  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  a/3;e: 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  35 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  D.ivc  births  36 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  38 
Deaths  from  Measles  (aJ.1  ages)  0 
Deaths  from  lAihooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  0 
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SECTION  B 


GEI\fERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  PI  THE  AREA 


A review  of  the  above  was  given  in  niy  last  Annual  Report 
and  there  ho-s  been  no  change  since  then,  with  the  exception  that  the 
privately  ovjned  nursing  home  in  London  Road  was  a^in  in  use  during 
the  v^hole  of  the  year. 

Laboratory  facilities  continue  to  be  available  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Groby  Road,  Leicester.  During  1954;  the  following 
examinations  were  carried  out  for  your  authority: 


Blood  2 
Throat  and  nose  swabs  7 
Faeces  and  urine  157 
Sputa  132 
mk  182 
Ice-Cream  19 
Vfeter  49 
Whooping  Cough  28 
Miscellaneous  56 
V & C swabs  1 


Total  633 


No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  Section  47  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act,  194B. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCmdS TANGES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  public  water  supply  for  the  area  is  obtained  from  the 
nev'.f  red  sandstone  measures  overlying  the  coal  measures,  water  being 
pumped  from  boreholes  and  pit  shafts  sunk  into  and  through  these  measures 
respectively.  These  public  supplies  are  situated  at  Broom  Leys  Pumping 
Station,  Holly  Hayes  Pumping  Station,  Whitwick  Colliery  and  Ellis tov/n 
Colliery,  and  all.  v/ater  from  those  sources  is  chlorinated,  the  El.l  is  town 
and  I^/hitwick  Colliery  supplies  also  being  filtered. 

The  average  daily  output  from  these  sources  during  the  year 

was : 


Broom  Leys  ...  ...  ...  262,000  galls . 

Holly  Hayes  ...  ...  ...  157^000  galls . 

F/hitwick  and  Ellistown  Collieries  ...  3^8,000  galls. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  pumped  from  the  various  sources 
during  the  year  v^as  293; 976,000  gallons,  an  increase  of  3,228,000  gallons 
compared  with  1953* 

34,538,000  gallons  wore  supplied  in  bulk  to  l^ferket  Bosworth 
Rural  District  Council,  an  increase  of  1,353,000  gallons  on  the  1953 
figures . 


Daily  consumption  for  the  Urban  area  for  all  purposes  averaged 
27.6  gallons  per  head  of  the  population. 

Work  on  the  erection  of  tlie  pump  houses  at  Holly  Hayes, 
Whitwick  was  completed  during  the  year  and  plans  are  made  for  the 
installation  of  the  pumps  and  connection  of  the  new  supply  early  in 
1955.  Mains  were  laid  for  the  'Warren  Hills  supply  and  a contract  for 
the  supply  of  booster  equipment  is  due  for  execution  in  January  1955. 
Work  was  started  on  a building  to  house  this  equipment. 

Damage  to  main  and  service  pipes  has  continued  to  bo  caused 
by  mining  subsidence  involving  the  Council  in  considerable  expenditure 
and  creating  a great  deal  of  inconvenience  to  consumers  in  the  affected 
areas . Much  credit  is  duo  to  the  Engineer  and  his  staff  for  the 
unselfish  attention  to  those  faults  and  to  the  care  wliich  they  take  to 
prevent  the  consuiiption  of  polliutcd  v/ator. 

The  re-^uired  standard  of  purity  for  a public  water  supply  was 
maintained  during  1954.  10  saiiples  of  raw  (untreated)  water  and  20  of 

treated  water  going  into  supply  \voro  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year,  with  the  following  results 
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Whitwick 

Ellistown 

Holly  Hayes 

Bropm  Leys 

Distribution 

Colliery 

Colliery 

Pumping 

points 

Station 

in  the  area. 

Raw  Treat. 

Raw 

Treat. 

Raw 

Treat. 

Raw  Treat. 

-1  -5 

-2 

—4 

-1 

-4 

-2  -2 

-4 

+ 2 

+ 1 

+1 

+ 1 

7,552  houses  in  the  area  have  an  internal  water  supply  direct 
from  the  public  mains,  and  8 houses  are  supplied  from  standpipes  or  taps 
in  outbuildings. 

49  houses,  including  some  outlying  farms,  have  no  water  supply 
from  public  soui-’ces,  most  of  these  being  outside  the  range  of  existing 
mains . 


5 samples  of  water  from  private  walls  were  submitted  for 
examination  during  the  ^'■ear,  only  one  of  these  being  reported  as 
satisfactory.  The  other  4 samples  showed  the  walls  concerned  to  be 
polluted  and  in  all  cases  notices  were  served  requiring  the  provision 
of  a v\holesome  water  supply,  or  where  this  was  irtpossible  the  necessity 
of  boiling  the  water  before  use. 

10  wells  were  closed  during  the  year  and  the  houses  concerned 
supplied  from  the  public  water  mains. 

DRAINAGE  AIO  SEIVERAGE. 

During  1954,  as  was  envisaged  last  year,  permission  v;as 
obtained  from  the  IRnistry  of  Housing  and  LocaJ.  Government  to  go  ahead 
with  the  sev\rerage  of  Melbourne  Road,  Ravens  tone.  Tenders  have  been 
obtained  and  a contract  placed  for  work  to  comiience  in  January  1955* 

Work  on  the  first  contract  in  connection  with  the  new  main 
draina,go  scheme  - Northern  Oulfall  - commenced  in  October.  This  contract 
entails  the  laying  of  a sewer  of  30"  to  18"  diameter  from  Snarrows  Sewage 
Farm  to  Castle  Street,  V\/hitwick.  A second  contract  has  been  let  for 
another  length  from  this  point  to  Greenl'iill  Road. 

Mining  subsidence  continues  to  disturb  the  levels  of  both 
sewers  and  drains  and  ra^uires  the  constant  attention  of  your  officers. 

The  damage  often  entails  the  complete  reconstruction  of  the  sj^tc^  vath 
a consequent  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  md  interviews.  Close 
co-operation  continues  to  exist  between  the  National  Coal  Board,  the 
Contractors  and  the  officers  of  the  department. 
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There  are  still  a number  of  properties  in  your  district  vn.th 
unsatisfactory  drainage  facilities.  In  the  majority  of  cases  hov/ever 
there  is  no  public  sewer  available  and  it  vjould  appear  an  uneconomical 
proposition  to  provide  one.  In  such  cases  steps  are  being  taken  to 
improve  the  existing  arrangements  by  the  provision  of  proper  cesspools 
or  small  sewage  treatment  plants  where  suitable  outfalls  are  available 
into  viiich  the  effluents  can  be  passed. 

PUBLIC  CLEAIJSING  AND  SALVAGE. 

Public  cleansing  and  scavenging  are  under  the  control  of  yoi.u? 
Surveyor,  these  services  being  provided  for  the  v^/hole  of  the  area. 

Six  motor  refuse  collection  vehicles  are  employed  for  this  purpose. 

A weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  lias  been  maintained  during 
1954  with  a regular  collection  of  nightsoil  - weekly  for  pail  closets 
and  every  4/6  weeks  for  middens.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  "controlled" 
tipping,  the  tips  being  situated  at  Whitwick  and  Ashby  Road,  Coalville. 

A separate  weekly  collection  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  salvage 
is  made  from  shops,  factories  and  offices. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  trade  refuse  is  also  carried  out 
by  your  Council.  In  the  cases  of  properties  with  a rateable  value  of 
£75  or  under,  1 free  bin  is  allowed  per  week,  and  for  properties  over  £75 
rateable  value,  2 free  bins  per  week.  All  additional  bins  are  charged 
at  6d  each,  quantities  in  caccess  being  cha.rged  on  a "cost  plus"  basis. 

Applications  for  cesspool  cleansing  services  arc  referred  to 
a neighbouring  Authority  for  the  use  ~ on  a direct  re-chargeable  basis  - 
of  their  Gulley  and  Cesspool  Emptier. 

The  amount  of  refuse  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the 

year  vms : - 

Dustbins  13; 215  tons 

Ashpits,  middens  and  pails  496  tons 
Iferkct  104  tons . 
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SECTION  F 


PREFALiiJJCS  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  tnblcs  show^  the  ‘botal  notifications  after 
correction  under  age  groups,  the  rates  per  1,000  population,  end  the 
deaths  from  infectious  diseases. 


NOTIFICATIONS . 


Age 

Scarlet 

Fever 

V.Tio  oping 
Cough 

Acute 

Paralytic 

lioiryelitis 
Non-Par  alyti  c 

Measles 

Dipl' 

itheria 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under 

1 

year 

' 

6 

8 

1 

1 

1-2 

4 

1 

26 

22 

18 

2 

3-4 

5 

3 

22 

23 

6 

7 

5-9 

24 

17 

21 

19 

15 

11 

10-14 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

15  - 24 

25  + 

1 

Age 

Unlmown 

1 

Total 

35 

25 

76 

73 

U 

23 

60 

149 

64 

/Notifications  cont'd. 
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1 

Age 

cj 

0 1 
-p  p 

1 ^ 

< IX, 

& 

o 

-p 

g 

CO 

& 

Smallpox 

Acute 

Encephal- 

itis 

1 ■ ■ ■ ■ 

1 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  F ever 

L_ 

! Paratyphoid 

j F evers 

i_ 

— 

Meningo  co  ccal 

Infection 

Food 

Poisoning 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

rj  -H 
•d  P 

SB 

cd 

s:  p 
-p  0 

CO 

0 

> 0 

•H  tI 

-P  -P 

o 0 

0 -fJ  0 

CO  ^ 

P OP 

M (X,  M 

CO 

cd 

iH 

0 

ft 

•H 

M 

F 

II 

F 

M 

1 

F 

M 

1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5 
years 

3 

4 

3' 

2 

4 

1 

5 - U 

6 

9 

1 

6 

15  - U 

5 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

45  - 64 

9 

4 

1 

1 

2 

65  + 

4 

2 

1 

2 

Age 

UnknoMi 

Total 

27 

27 

7 

9 

1 

_ i 

2 

5 

4 

1 

1 

54 

16 

7 

4 

1 

1 

9 


x't  V ' «•  T.v'' 


■>  y** . 


S. 


DEATHS 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 


Total 


Under 
1 year 


1- 


2- 


3- 


4- 


5- 


10- 


15- 


20- 


35- 


45- 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Dr.  Cdbson,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  lias  kindly 
supplied  the  numbers  of  children  immunised  during  the  year,  289  under 
5 years  and  9 between  5 and  14  3'‘ears,  a total  of  298 > whilst  268  children 
received  a boosting  dose. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  immunised  during  the 


past  10  years 

Year 

• 

• 

-4 

5-14 

Total 

Boost 

1945 

356 

12 

368 

0 

1946 

443 

16 

459 

4 

1947 

469 

9 

478 

16 

1948 

377 

9 

386 

96 

1949 

412 

0 

421 

138 

1950 

339 

27 

366 

169 

1951 

333 

29 

362 

285 

1952 

323 

8 

331 

231 

1953 

300 

4 

304 

336 

1954 

289 

9 

298 

268 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  indeed,  none  has 
been  notified  since  1949*  In  the  five  years,  1940  to  1944;  l68  cases 
were  notified  and  there  were  11  deaths;  in  the  five  years,  1945  to 
1949;  7 cases  were  notified,  with  one  death  (1949) ; and  there  have  been 
no  cases  and  no  deaths  in  the  five  years  1949  to  1954*  Wo  appear  there- 
fore, to  have  seen  the  passing  of  diphtheria  as  the  menace  to  health  and 
life  we  knew  it  to  bo  a few  years  ago,  and  this  achievement  must  be 
attributed  to  immunisation  against  the  disease. 
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It  is  my  duty,  however,  to  stress  once  more  the  danger  there 
lies  in  complacency^',  a ste.tc  of  mind  v;hich  might  easily  be  engendered 
by  such  facts.  The  necessity  for  a]J_  children  to  bo  immunised  at  the 
proper  time  is  still  as  clamant  as  ever,  and  I do  appeal  to  alL  parents 
to  make  sure  that  the  facilities  available  arc  used.  I repeat  the  words 
used  in  my  last  report  "The  only  real  action  required  of  the  parent  is 
to  tales  the  child  to  its  own  doctor  and  request  him  or  her  to  cariy  out 
the  necessary  treatment,  which  is  simple,  practically  painless  and  free 
from  after  effects." 

It  vjas  in  1940  that  y'^our  Authority  first  offered  immunisation 
and  in  the  fifteen  y-'cars  which  have  elapsed  since  then  8962  children 
have  been  fully  immunised,  2082  of  them  in  the  period  1949  - 1954.  To 
the  parent  of  any  child  still  unimmunised  I would  say^-  - "Thinlc  hard  - 
do  you  feel  that  you  are  doing  your  duty  as  a parent  in  tliis  respect?". 

Satisfactory  combined  prophylactic  for  use  against  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough  is  now  available,  and  I feel  that  the  time  has  now 
come  vdien  all  children  should  bo  inminiscd  at  the  same  time  against 
both  diseases,  and  that  the  necessary  publicity  should  be  directed 
towards  that  end. 

TUB5RCUL0SIS . 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  and  deaths  from 
the  disease  during  the  year  : 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Ago 

Resp . 

Meninges 
& C.N.S. 

Other 

Resp . 

Meninges 
& C.N.S. 

Other 

M. 

F. 

M. 

1 

F. 

il. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  5 

1 

2 

5-14 

2 

1 

1 

15-24 

3 

2 

2 

25-44 

3 

1 

1 

1 

45-64 

3 

65  + 

1 

3 

Total 

13 

5 

1 

3 

6 

1 

The  death  rate  from  this  disease  is  12?  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  compared  with  that  for  En^and  and  Wales  (.19). 


n. 


INFANTILE  MQRTALITI. 


During  1954^  14  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  under  1 year, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  35*  This  compares  vdth  a rate 
of  26  for  1933,  37  for  1952,  24  for  1951  and  6l  for  1950,  and  mth  25.5 
for  England  and  Wales  (1954)  • 


The  follovd.ng  table  shoT'VS  the  Vferd  and  sex  distribution  : 


Disease 

Cent . 

North 

N-East 

South 

S-East 

West 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Malformations 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

2 

Br . Pneumonia 

1 

Birth  Injury 

1 

1 

Diseases 
peculiar  to  1st 
year  of  life 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

2 

Diseases  peculiar  to  the  first  year  of  life. 

Of  the  14  deaths  reported,  12  were  of  children  under  4 weeks 
of  age.  The  remaining  two  were  of  babies  3 months  and  6 months  old 
respectively,  both  being  attributable  to  congenital  malfonnations . It 
will  be  seen  that  4 of  the  12  deaths  of  children  under  4 weeks  were  due 
to  prematurity,  and  all  these  occurred  in  hospital.  (No  figures  arc 
available  as  to  the  number  of  premature  babies  l^ho  were  successfully 
treated  at  home  or  in  hospital).  Their  ages  ranged  from  9 hours  to  one 
week.  The  neo-natal  mortality  for  the  year  for  England  and  VJales  was 
17.7  per  1,000  related  live  births,  and  for  tlais  area  30. 

The  increase  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  as  compared  with 
last  year  is  disappointing,  especially  in  view  of  the  fa.ct  that  the  rate 
for  England  and  1/valcs  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded,  and  it  will  be  obvD.ous 
that  improvement  can  best  bo  attained  by  measures  designed  to  reduce  the 
mortality  of  infants  under  4 weeks.  It  is  difficult  to  envisage  stops 
v;hich  cou].d  reduce  the  incidence  of  and  mortality  from  congenital 
malformations;  facilities  are  available  at  homo  and  in  hospit^  for  the 
care  of  premature  babies,  and  presuriiably  gra,dual  improvement  will  be 
observed  so  far  as  this  cause  of  mortality  is  concerned.  The  mortality 
from  the  other  causes  listed  can  probably  best  bo  reduced  by  adequate  and 
careful  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care  but  even  then  there  will  ^ways  be 
a proportion  vdiich  cannot  be  prevented  by  the  most  skilled  foresight  on 
the  part  of  attendants. 
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Birth  Rato,  Death  Rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  1954 » 


England 

160  smaller  towis. 

Coalville 

Coalville 

and 

(Resident  pop, 25, 000- 

u.d: 

U.D. 

V/alos 

50,000  at  1951  census) 

1954. 

1953. 

Rates  per  1,000  population. 

Births : 

Live  births 

15.2 

15.4 

15:4 

15il 

Still  births 

23.4(a) 

22.3(a) 

43.4(a) 

15:2(a) 

Deaths : 

All  causes 

11.3 

11:3 

9:5 

11.2 

Typhoid  and  para. 

0:00 

0.00 

Vjhooping  Cough 

0.00 

0:00 

o;oo 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0,00 

0.00 

Resp . Tuberculosis 

0.16 

o;27 

0:23 

Other  Tuberculosis 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Influenza 

0,04 

0:04 

0.03 

o;o9 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Polio 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0:48 

0.49 

0.19 

0:27 

Measles 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

Cancer  of  lung  and 

bronchus 

0.36 

0.38 

0:46 

Other  Cancer 

1.66 

1.08 

1.56 

Rates  per  1,000  Live 

Births 

Deaths : 

All  causes  under 

1 year  of  ago 

25.5(b) 

23(7(6) 

35.00 

25:7 

Noo-natal 

mortality 

17.7(b) 

30:2 

i8;oo 

Ehteritis  and 

diarrhoea  under 

2 years  of  age 

o;8o 

0:50 

0:00 

0.00 

(a)  - Per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

(b)  - Per  1,000  related  live  births. 


To  mc.ko  the  death  rate  for  Coalville  strictly  comparable  vd.th  the 
rest  of  the  country,  the  figure  given  (9*5)  should  be  multiplied  by  1.08, 
the  corrected  death  rate  thus  being  10.2,  and  to  make  the  birth  rate 
strictly  comparable  vvith  the  rest  of  the  country,  the  figure  given  (15 *4) 
should  be  multiplied  by  0.97^  the  corrected  birth  rate  thus  being  14 •9* 
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Table  showing  causes  of  Deaths  and 
sex  distribution  of  Deaths  in  1954 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Total 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis , respiratory 

7 

6 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other 

S3rphilitic  disease 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

IVhooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

9 

3 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

10 

7 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

3 

3 

lialignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15 

9 

6 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

31 

13 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

21 

13 

8 

hypertension  with  heart  disease 

11 

7 

4 

Other  heart  disease 

24 

13 

11 

Other  circulatory  disease 

20 

13 

7 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

5 

3 

2 

Bronchitis 

16 

12 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

4 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

2 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Nephritis  ?jid  nephrosis 

5 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 

8 

6 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

27 

12 

15 

I4otor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

3 

All  other  accidents 

10 

8 

2 

Suicide 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


ALL  CAUSES 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Coalville  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  Report  on  the  work  carried  out  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector's  section  of  the  department  dioring  the  year  1954* 

The  year  under  review  vdll  be  remembered  for  several  out- 
standing events  in  the  public  health  field.  First  v/e  had  the 
Slaughterhouse  Act,  1954  and  the  decontrol  of  slaughtering  and  then 
the  coming  into  operation  of  the  long  promised  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act.  Wc  had  the  Beaver  Committee's  Report  on  Atmospheric 
Pollution  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act,  1954. 

It  came  as  a surprise  to  many  that  slaughtering  of  animals 
for  human  consumption  would  once  again  bo  carried  out  in  private 
slaughterhouses.  The  short  notice  given  and  the  lack  of  real  direction 
made  the  task  of  relicensing  private  slau^terhouses  extremely  onerous . 
The  changeover  was  effected  with  the  minimum  of  inconvenience  to  the  iTieat 
buying  public  and  there  appeared  to  be  very  little  shortage  of  moat  in 
the  shops  during  that  period.  Much  serious  thought  was  given  to  the 
standard  which  should  be  set  in  the  town  before  any  of  the  private 
slaughterhouses  would  bo  relicensed.  At  the  end  of  the  year  6 such 
premises  were  in  use  including  2 which  had  operated  during  control,  one 
as  a regional  slaughterhouse  and  the  other  as  a bacon  factory. 

The  placing  on  the  statute  book  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954  brought  with  it  a new  hope  that  at  long  last  we  should 
be  able  to  make  progress  on  house  repair.  It  would  appear  now  that 
our  optimism  was  unjustified.  Few  owners  have  found  it  worth  while  to 
repair  their  properties  and  demand  an  increased  rent.  We  are  therefore 
in  no  bettor  position  in  this  area  than  we  wore  before  the  Act  came  into 
operation.  In  fact,  it  might  be  said  that  we  have  been  prejudiced  in 
our  actions  by  the  interpretation  placed  on  Section  9 of  the  new  Act. 

The  report  of  the  Beaver  Committee  brouglit  to  the  public 
notice  the  need  for  a clean  air  and  in  fact  declared  that  clean  air 
should  be  a declared  national  policy.  Your  officers  have  continued 
during  the  year  to  try  and  reduce  the  amount  of  atmospheric  pollution 
in  your  area. 


15. 


On  reading  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Amendmont)  Act^  1954;  which 
comos  into  operation  on  a date  yet  to  bo  appointed,  one  realised  that 
it  was  only  a shadow  of  the  Bill  which  had  originoily  been  placed  before 
Parliament.  Gone  were  those  provisions  vdiich  would  have  allowed  for 
complete  control  of  food  premises.  In  their  place  we  have  the  promises 
of  codes  of  practice  and  such  like  voluntary  co-operation. 

In  spnte  of  these  setbacks  and  disappointments  we  have 
continued  to  make  progress  in  many  directions.  Such  slaughterhouses 
v;hich  were  brought  back  into  use  have  been  considerably  improved;  feiver 
and  fewer  privies  and  pails  remain;  atmospheric  pollution  has  been  reduced 
and  houses  have  been  repaired  or  demolished.  Details  of  this  vrark  mil 
bo  found  in  the  various  sections  of  this  Report. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  v/e  lost  the  services  of  I^Ir.  J.P. 
Davies  one  of  your  additional  sanitary  inspectors  \-h.o  left  us  to  take  up 
an  appointment  with  the  Borou^i  of  Finchley.  Wo  were  fortunate,  hovrcver, 
in  being  able  to  appoint  I'lr.  l.H. Roberts  in  his  place.  A man  well  fitted 
to  give  you  valuable  service.  I cannot  but  pay  iiy  most  sincere  tributes 
to  the  unselfish  way  in  which  your  staff  have  devoted  themselves  to  tlieir 
■work  during  the  year. 

Once  again  I would  thanlc  Dr.  Hamilton  and  the  Chairman  and 
i'iembers  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  their  interest,  support 
and  encouragement,  and  those  officers  of  the  Council  who  have  contributed 
information  wliich  has  been  embodied  in  this  Report. 


Yours  respectfully, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


JIunicipal  Offices, 
Coalville, 

June  1955* 
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SANITARY  ACCOM  iODATION. 


The  sanitary  accomriiodation  in  the  Urban  area  at  the  end  of 
1954  was  mde  up  as  follows 


8663 

14 

34 

9 

117 

10 

20 

7 

4 

9 


water  closets 

privies  in  sewered  areas 

privies  in  areas  at  present  unsewered 

pails  in  sewered  areas 

pails  in  areas  at  present  unsewered 

middens  in  sewered  areas 

middens  in  areas  at  present  unsewered 

dry  ashpits 

chemical  closets  in  sewered  areas 

chemical  closets  in  areas  at  present  unsewored. 


During  the  year  11  privies  and  17  pails  were  abolished.  As 
will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  there  are  only  14  privies  and  9 pails 
vdiich  are  still  capable  of  being  converted  and  drained  into  the  public 
sewer. 


It  is  interesting  to  look  back  and  see  the  progress  which  has 
been  made  in  the  last  few  j’-ears . Vdiercas  at  the  end  of  1946  there  were 
in  use  478  pails  or  privies,  now  v/o  have  only  174  and  153-  of  these  arc 
situated  in  districts  ivherc  no  sewer  is  as  yet  available. 

Table  showing  the  reduction  in  the  niunber  of  pails 
o-nd  privies  in  the  District  since  1946 


At  31st  Dec 

Sewered 

Privies 

areas 

PaiJ-S 

Unsewered 

Privies 

areas 

Pails 

1946 

94 

94 

136 

154 

1947 

88 

94 

135 

156 

1948 

153 

100 

46 

151 

1949 

139 

88 

42 

137 

1950 

122 

74 

36 

125 

1951 

71 

60 

36 

122 

1952 

27 

39 

34 

121 

1953 

25 

27 

34 

120 

1954 

14 

9 

34 

117 

As  previously  reported,  the  Council  have  adopted  Section 
75(3)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  during  the  year  558  dustbins 
were  supplied  to  houses  in  the  town  to  replace  defective  ashes  accommo- 
dation. Since  the  scheme  commenced  on  1st  April,  1951  ^ total  of  1514 
bins  have  boon  supplied,  and  these  would  appear  to  be  a real  contribution 
to  the  amenities  enjoyed  by  ratepayers.  The  rate  charged  per  dustbin  is 
5/-S. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  particulars  given  below  are  for  all  purposes,  including, 
those  given  elsewhere  in  this  Report,  with  the  exception  of  rodent 
extermination. 


ToteJ.  number  of  complaints  received  - 332 

” notices  served: 

(a)  formal  54 

(b)  informal  26l 

” notices  complied  with: 

(a)  formlL  89 

(b)  informal  299 

Inspections  in  connection  with 

Dwellinghous  es  1, 694 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises  26 

Drainage  works  447 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  54 

V/a tor  s upp].i  es  25 

Smoke  observations  15 

Outworkers,  workshops,  etc  50 

Shops  35 

Keeping  of  animals  24 

X Rodent  control  46 

Refuse  storage,  collection 

and  disposal  593 

Schools  10 

Slaughterhouse  & meat  inspection  805 

Other  food  premises  622 

Bakehous  es  10 

Dairies  44 

i'lisccllancous  Inspections  173 


4,673 


X Not  including  visits  by  Rodent  Operator. 


Additional  work  was  carried  out  as  under: 


Kilk  samples  for  T.B.  examination  h-S 

" " " Br.  Abortus  " 69 

Icc-crcam  samples  19 

V/atcr  samples  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  5 
imk  Samples  (Methylene  Blue 

and/or  Phosphatase  test)  85 
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The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  together  vdth 
figures  shovdng  the  number  complied  mth,  are  given  in  the  following 
table's:- 


PRELIMINARY 

Housing 

Others 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

132 

123 

Issued  during  year 

39 

222 

Complied  with  during  year 

119 

180 

Statutory  action  necessar^^ 

5 

49 

Outstanding  on  31st  December 

47 

126 

STATUTORY 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

40 

51 

Issued  during  year 

5 

49 

Conplied  with  during  year 

15 

74 

Outstanding  on  31st  December 

30 

26 

In  no  case  was  it  fomd  necessary  to  institute  legal 

proceedings , 

coml'^n  lodging  houses. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  your  district  situate 
in  the  City  of  Dan,  V\lhitwick.  Both  these  houses  accommodate  male  lodgers 
only  and  are  owned  by  the  same  person.  They  have  a total  capacity  of 
31  beds  and  the  occupants  are  mainly  "regulars"  who  are  employed  at  local 
factories,  mines,  farms  etc.  There  are  few,  if  any,  casual  lodgers. 

I would  again  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
condition  of  one  of  thoso  lodging  houses  which  has  been  the  source  of 
i.Tuch  criticism  in  previous  reports . Steps  will  shortLjr  have  to  bo  taizon 
to  either  require  its  demolition  or  alternatively  to  ask  for  its  complete 
reconstruction.  I cannot  thinlc  that  the  latter  alternative  is  a 
practicable  proposition.  I porsonaHj”  feel  that  if  the  premises  were 
closed  the  occupants  would  find  accommodation  elsewhere. 


7,271  "lodger  nights"  were  record al  dui'ing  the  year,  an 
average  of  19^9  lodgers  per  night,  all  males  of  full  age.  The  figure 
for  1953  was  7,056.  No  cases  of  infectious  disease  v/ere  reported 
during  the  year  at  either  of  thoso  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

TENTS.  VANS  AND  SPfflDS. 

During  the  year  seven  licences  v/ore  issued  authorising  the 
use  of  moveable  dwellings  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936.  These  premises  were  maintained  in  fair  condition. 
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Unauthorised  use  of  open  spaces  for  the  stationing  of 
caravans  continued  to  cause  concern  during  the  year.  Althougli  no 
serious  public  health  nuisance  was  caused  the  problem  would  bo 
intensified  end  nuisance  more  likely  to  bo  created  if  the  use  of  such 
land  v^ias  not  controlled.  We  xvere  able  to  clear  one  sight  v/hich  had 
been  in  use  for  many  years  and  obtain  an  undertaking  from  the  owners 
that  it  would  not  again  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

HQUS^  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Ti'-jo  houses  lot  in  lodgings  have  been  inspected  on  frequent 
occasions  during  the  3^car.  They  are  in  fair  condition  and  the  facilities 
available  to  the  occupants  arc  reasonable  if  not  ideal.  Your  officers 
will  continue  to  keep  them  under  observation  to  ensure  that  there  is  no 
deterioration  in  their  condition  and  no  overcrowding. 

OFFENSIVE  TR^vDEB. 


There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  area. 

SWIMICDMG  BATHS  AND  POQT.B. 

There  arc  no  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the 
area  for  public  use.  The  Council's  swimming  baths  were  open  to  the 
public  from  1st  l%y  to  2nd  October,  1934* 

Daily  tests  of  the  water  for  chlorine  residual  and  aJkalinity 
were  made,  and  bacteriological  examinations  were  satisfactory. 

SCHOOLS . 


The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  in  the  area  is  generally 
satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  those  few  cases  lAiicre  the  school 
buildings  themselves  are  of  unsatisfactory  type  and  construction  and  vihlch 
arc  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  new  educationail  scheme. 

One  school  situated  in  an  unsowered  area  still  has  conservancy 
type  closot  acconriiodaticiin. 


It  was  not  necessary  to  resort  to  school  closui’c  on  account 
of  infectious  disease  during  the  3'ear,  nor  was  school  disinfection 
necessary. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  cand  194B. 

\ 

The  follovang  ta^blos  are  similar  to  those  supplied  to  the 
I/Iinistry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  and  give  details  of  inspection 
of  factories  and  of  defects  found  : 
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TABLE  1 

timber  of 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecut- 

ions 

(i)  Factories  in  wliich 

Sections  1^2, 3 A ^nd  6 
arc  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

6 

5 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

80 

34 

3 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
( excluding  outworkers ' 
premises) 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

90 

39 

3 

CASES  IN  miCR  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


TABLE  2 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Sl) 
Overcrowding  (S2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S4) 

1 

2 

1 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7) 

1 

■ 

■ 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

n 

- 

8 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

TOTAL 

12 

15 

— 

9 
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The  table  shox-m  hereunder  relates  to  outijorkers  and  is  a copy 
of  that  submitted  to  the  liinistry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 


Nature  of  Work 


Section  110 


Section  111 
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Wearing 

Apparel 


ihking  etc. 


113 


Cleaning  and 
Vfesliing 


a 


Umbrellas 


7 


Carding  of  Buttons  etc. 


16 


Stuffed  Toys 


14 


Total 


158 


21  visits  were  mde  to  outworkers  homes  during  the  year. 
In  no  case  could  exception  be  taken  to  the  condition  of  the  pranises. 


There  were  no  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in  the  homes 
of  outworkers . 


ATO-IOSPHERIC  POLLUTION . 

No  byelaws  are  in  force  in  your  district  regulating  the 
emission  of  sir^^ke. 

Our  efforts  over  the  past  few  years  appear  noxv  to  be  having 
the  effect  we  hoped  for.  One  colliery  unit  commenced  on  the  vrork  of 
converting  their  steam  raising  plant  to  mechanised  stoking  and  cG-tlaough 
the  work  was  not  c^u-ite  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  wore  able  to 
judge  what  the  improvement  vjill  be  like  when  all  the  boi3.ers  arc  on  the 
ncw'systeui.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  tremendous  iiiprovemont  VNhich  wiLl 
be  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  uniu. 

The  briclcworks  mentioned  in  previous  reports  were  sti3J. 
creating  a severe  smoke  nuisance  throughout  the  j'^ear.  Whatever  the 
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season,  v^atover  the  time  of  day  or  night,  one  could  see  dense  black 
smoke  coming  from  the  kilns.  It  Wr^s  noticed  that  one  of  the  few  fine 
simmer  evenings  changed  c^uite  suddenly  vjhcn  one  reached  the  vicinity  of 
the  works,  and  ro-appcai'cd  as  one  left  them  behind.  It  was  some 
console. tion  to  think  that  mybe  it  we.s  the  last  time  such  a thing  would 
happen,  for  through  the  smoko  one  could  see  the  skeleton  of  what  mil 
eventually  be  the  new  continuous  kiln.  Progress  was  very  slow,  however, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  appeared  that  some  time  would  elapse  before 
this  kiln  came  into  operation.  It  is  hoped  that  the  next  Ficport  on  this 
subject  will  contain  a paragraph  noting  the  death  of  the  round  kilns  and 
the  birth  of  the  continuous  one.  I cm  sure  that  no  tears  vail  be  shed 
at  their  passing. 

Constant  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on  one  other  firm  in 
the  tovm  whose  boiler  chimney  has  for  a long  time  been  a source  of 
nuisance  to  the  people  living  in  the  vicinity.  There  is  every  possibil- 
ity that  early  in  1955  the  quantity  of  smoke  emitted  villi  bo  reduced  by 
the  fitting  of  suitable  equipment. 

So  much  for  what  hc.s  been  done.  But  what  of  the  things 
still  to  be  accomplished?  /ill  vail  agree  that  the  steam  locomotives 
used  for  shunting  by  British  Railways  and  for  hauling  of  coal  on  the 
private  tracks  of  the  National  Coal  Board  are  m.ore  than  an  annoyance. 

It  has  been  suggested,  and  quite  rightly,  that  such  antiquated  methods 
should  be  prohibited,  especially  in  built  up  areas.  The  amount  of  grit 
and  smoke  passing  into  the  atmosphere  at  almost  bedroom  lAJindow  level  is 
thoroughly  disgusting.  It  v\/ould  be  a very  simple  operation  to  replace 
these  reLics  of  the  past  'with  modern  diesel  locomotives.  It  is  known 
tha.t  in  certain  areas  such  equipment  is  in  use  lAdth  great  advantages  to 
the  people  living  near. 

KEEPING  OF  ANiriALS. 

21  inspections  of  piggeries  and  stable  premises  were  made 
during  the  year.  No  serious  nuisances  arose  and  genera/Lly  spealcing 
they  were  found  to  be  kept  in  fair  condit.ion.  There  wa,s  some  reduction 
in  the  number  of  premises  used  for  the  keeping  of  cottagers  pigs  con- 
sequent upon  the  ending  of  meat  rationing. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

A full  time  rodent  operator  is  employed  by  your  Authority 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanihary  Inspector,  and  the  district 
is  systematically  inspected  for  infestations.  A charge  of  5/-S'  per 
hour  plus  the  cost  of  the  ma.torials  is  made  for  the  treatment  of  business 
premises.  Dwelling  houses  arc  treated  free  of  charge.  This  continues 
to  be  a vrorth  while  service  and  is  much  appreciated  by  occupiers.  There 
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is,  however,  quite  a lot  of  negligence  in  some  directions  in  the  way 
foodstuffs  arc  stored  and  in  the  we.y  scraps  arc  left  lying  about  as 
an  attraction  for  rats.  The  feeding  of  birds,  especially  during  bad 
weather  is  not  open  to  any  criticism,  but  we  do  wish  that  householders 
would  use  a bird  tray  for  this  purpose  and  not  put  the  food  on  the 
ground.  V/e  have  actually  seen  whole  slices  of  bread  being  thrown  on 
to  a garden  v/hen  the  occupier  knew  we  were  actually  treating  a rat 
infestation  of  the  premises . We  wndered  vdiether  the  object  was  to 

catch  the  rats  in  two  minds.  Whether  to  cat  our  poison  or  the  stale 

crusts.  It  is  not  the  kind  of  competition  we  appreciate!  I 

It  was  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  threshers  of 
corn  ricks  to  the  fact  that  before  tlircshing  commences  the  ricks  must 
be  surrounded  by  en  approved  wire  mesh  fence  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
any  vermin.  A very  necessary  precaution  and  one  which,  if  neglected, 
will  soon  lead  to  infestation  over  a wider  area. 

Your  Authority's  sewage  farms,  refuse  tips  and  Highways 
Depot  and  the  banks  of  streams  end  brook-courses  in  the  area  receive 
regular  attention.  Sewer  treatments  wore  carried  out  in  Ilarch  and 
September. 


The  follovjing  is  a sumiTiary  of  the  work  done:- 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  5^096 

No.  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  ...  267 

No.  found  to  be  seriously 

infested  by  mice  ...  ...  31 

There  were  no  ma,jor  rat  infos ta.tions  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


The  Housing  of  the  public  continues  to  engage  the  attention 
of  your  officers  for  by  their  efforts  more  and  more  houses  are  being 
repaired  and  in  certain  instances  closed  or  demo3.ishcd. 

During  1954  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  demolition  orders 
in  respect  of  22  houses  and  closing  orders  in  respect  of  2 others  which 
were  parts  of  buildings.  The  speed  of  building  new  houses  and  the  re- 
housing of  the  families  from  unfit  houses  is  still  very  slow,  so  much  so 
that  only  10  families  wore  rehoused  during  the  year.  It  is  obvious, 
therefore,  that  unless  the  tempo  of  building  is  planned  to  keep  pace  vdth 
the  dcanolition  or  closing  orders  the  result  mil  eventually  become  most 
embarrassing  both  for  ourselves  and  the  officers  responsible  for  re- 
housing. We  do  not  want  to  have  families  living  in  condemned  houses  for 
long  periods.  It  is  bad  from  every  angle.  The  fact  that  their  house 
is  to  bo  demolished  mi^t  inako  them  negligent  in  mny  ways  because  there 
does  not  seem  much  point  in  redecorating, for  instance,  when  at  any 
moment  they  may  be  rehoused.  The  D.andlord  is  reluctant,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  to  do  oven  essential  repairs  once  the  house  is  condemned, 
thus  me.king  the  position  even  more  untenable.  The  tenants  become 
disillusioned  and  begin  to  think  of  themselves  as  the  forgotten  race. 

We  are  therefore  tr^^’ing  as  far  as  possible  to  plan  our  demolitions  to 
keep  in  stop  with  the  building  programme.  If  this  programme  is 
accelerated  then  wo  can  speed  up  the  c3.oaranco  of  houses. 

The  follomng  tabic  gives  details  of  the  actual  work  done 
under  the  Acts  during  the  year. 


INSPECTION  OF  DVJELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR;- 


(1) 

(a) 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Healtlri  or  Housing  Acts). 

157 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

534 

(2) 

(a) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 
(l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  uiider 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  ^nd  1932 

55 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

. 229 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  bo  in  a state 
sn  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

55 
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RliPAIRS  - Informal  Action 

Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  as 
a result  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  119 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POl.ERS 

( 1 ) Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  x-dcich  defects  x^rere  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  oxrt/ners  65 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  defaxjlt  of  oxAttiers 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1936 

Nximber  of  houses  made  fit  after  services  of  formal 
notices  (Sections  9^  10,  11  and  I6) : 


(a)  by  oxAjners  11 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  defaxjlt  of  ovciers  1 

DEiyPLIIION  AND  CLOSING  PIPERS  . Number  of 

Persons 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936  Hous es  displaced 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a resxHt  of  formal 

or  informal  procedure  under  Section  11  10  39 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pxirsuance  of  an 
undertaking  given  by  the  omiers  xmder 

Section  11,  and  still  in  force  1 4 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12)  2 6 


(2)  Housing  Act,  1949 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  xmder  Section  3 (l) 

(b)  Demolition  orders  determined  and  closing 
orders  substituted  under  Section  3 (2) 

( 3 ) Local  Ciovernment  (Ms  cc]  Ian eous_Provisions ) 

Act,  1933  


Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10(l) 


HOUSING  ACT«  1936  - PART  IV  - OVERCROVJDBIG; - 

(a)  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  3 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  3 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dvrelling  therein  26 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  year  3 

(c)  (l)  Number  of  cases  of  ovorcrowiing  relieved  during 

year  2 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  24 


The  follovjing  ta.ble  shows  the  defects  remedied  at  houses 
during  the  year:- 


Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  28 
Walls  (External)  repointed,  etc.  41 
Wall  plaster  repaired  59 
Floors  repaired  or  renev\.red  25 
Ceiling  plaster  repaired  31 
Windows  repaired  or  renewed  43 
Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  10 
Cooking  ranges  repaired  or  renewed  12 
Coppers  provided  or  repaired  5 
Sinlcs  or  wash  basins  provided  7 
Sinlcs  repaired  or  renewed  6 
Sink  waste  pipe  repaired  or  renewed  12 
Interior  water  supplies  provided  10 
Repairs  to  water  supplies  8 
Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  11 
Eaves  guttering  repaired  or  raiowed  22 
Food  stores  provided  or  repaired  4 
Sashcords  provided  36 
Stairs  repaired  or  renewed  7 
Doors  repaired  or  renewed  19 
Woodwork  ropaintod  1 
Chimney  and  stacks  repaired  30 
Yards  and  passages  paved  or  repaired  4 
Dampness  abated  22 
Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  1 
Overcrowding  abated  10 
Handrail  fixed  in  staircases  1 
Additional  ventilation  provided  1 
Additional  lighting  provided  6 
Baths  provided  1 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  783  post-war  houses  had  been 
completed  by  your  autliority  (including  50  pro-fabricated  houses), 
48  by  the  East  Midlands  Housing  Association  and  284  by  private 
enterprise. 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 


(^)  Mile  Supply. 

The  following  table  shoves  the  number  of  dairies  and 
distributors  registered  on  31st  December,  1954  s,nd  the  number  of 
inspections  made. 


DAIRIES  (other  than  dairj''  farms)  and  DISTRIBUTORS 
(Section  8,  Flilk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949). 


No 

. of  Contraventions 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Found 

Remedied 

Outstanding 
on  31st  Dec. 

Dairi es 

12 

44 

— 

1 

- 

Distributors 

37 

62 

- 

mm 

- 

As  was  foreshadowed  in  the  last  Report  we  were  included  in 
a Specified  Area  from  1st  October,  1954*  Wg  had  therefore  only  3 months 
under  the  new  order  and  the  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  shown  below 
is  no  reflection  on  its  value  as  a health  measure.  In  point  of  fact  of 

the  samples  taken  after  the  date  of  inclusion  on3.y  one  wp,s  found  to  be 
unsatis  factory . 

The  following  tables  gives  details  of  bacteriological  sampling 
of  miUc  during  the  year. 


Unsatis  fac  tor  y 

Dcsigruation 

No.  of  Sanples 

Satisfactory 

No. 

Approx  % 

Tuberculin  Tested 

15 

12 

3 

20% 

Pasteurised 

18 

18 

- 

- 

Sterilised 

2 

2 

— 

- 

Accredited 

7 

k 

3 

Ordinary 

43 

34 

9 

21^0 

— 

TOTAL 

95 

70 

15 

15"^ 
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There  is  one  pe.stcurising  establishment  in  your  area  and  this 
has  been  extended  during  the  year  to  meet  the  increased  demand  for  hca.t 
treated  milk.  The  pr anises  have  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner 

During  the  year  4^  bulk  samples  of  milk  and  21  sanplcs  from 
individual  cows  v/cro  taken  for  biological  examina,tion . One  bulk  scjrDple 
was  found  to  be  affected  with  tubercle  bacilli  and  an  examination  of  the 
cattle  in  the  herd  in  question  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  AgricuH.ture  and  Fisheries  brought  to  light  the  affected  a.nimal.  The 
cow  was  slaughtered  - on  post  mortem  axa.mination  tubercular  lesions  were 
found  in  the  udder.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  milk  from  this  cow 
was  being  passed  to  the  consuiaer  in  its  rav;  state.  Since  then  v/e  have 
been  included  in  a Specified  area  and  the  milk  from  this  herd  is  now  being 
pasteurised.  A case  of  closing  the  door  after  the  cow  had  gone  I It  is 
a relief  to  know,  however,  that  shouH.d  there  unfortunately  be  a repetition 
of  such  an  incident  raw  milk  will  not  have  been  drunlc  from  the  herd. 

One  further  sanplo  of  milk  revealed  the  presence  of  brucella 
abortus,  but  we  were  not  able  to  identifj^  the  affected  cow.  The  farmer, 
however,  readily/  volunteered  to  send  the  milk  for  heat  treatment  thus 
eliminating  anj?'  further  danger  to  the  consumers . 

Although  neither  of  the  herds  in  question  was  producing 
tuberculin  tested  milk  it  is  alv/ays  possible  they  mi^t  have  been. 

Surely  an  argument  for  the  heat  treatment  of  all  milk  regardless  of  its 
origin  or  of  the  herd  by  which  it  is  produced. 

The  following  licences  to  deal  in  designated  milks  were 
issued  during  the  yoar:- 


Dealers  Licences 

Supplementary  Licences 

Pasteurised 

15 

Pasteurised  2 

Sterilised 

10 

Tuberculin  Tested  3 

Tuberculin  Tested 

16 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Witla  tho  ending  of  moat  rationing  and  control  of  slaughtering 
the  occu-oation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  Regional  SlaugPit  or  house  once  more 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  owners.  Thus  for  the  first  6 months  of  the 
year  we  had  these  premises  and  tho  bacon  factory  and  for  tlie  other  six 
months  U more  private  slaughterhouses,  inaking  6 in  all. 

The  following  gives  details  of  the  animals  inspected  auid  the 
w^eight  of  meat  condemned  etc  during  1954:- 

Regional  Slaughterhouses  in  area  (to  30/6/54)  1 

Class  B Bacon  Factories  in  area  (to  30/^54)  1 

Private  Slaughterhouses  in  area  (from  1/7/54)  6 
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Animls  slr^ughterod  therein  17,695 

AniineJLs  eocamined  therein  17,695 

Animals  slaughtered  elsewhere  26 

Animr.ls  examined  elsev\A'iere  26 

Inspections  of  moat  at  time  of  slaughter  876 


DETAILS  OF  CmCASIS  INSPECTED  AND  COiOEMUTIONS . 


TABLE  A . 


1 

Cattle 

cxcl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

CC 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Totel 

Number  killed 

1774 

391 

73 

7598 

7885 

17721 

Number  inspected 

1774 

391 

73 

7598 

7885 

17721 

All  diseases  except 

Total 

weigiot 

in  lbs 

Tuberculosis 

IVhole  carcases 
condemned 

3 

3 

13 

20 

11 

Carcases  of  which 
some  pa.rt  or  organ 
was  condemned 

539 

201 

1 

934 

CO 

19163 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

30.5 

52.2 

19.2 

12:5 

5.7 

Tuberculosis  only 

I^ole  carcases 
condemned 

9 

3 

— 

— 

2 

8606 

Ca,r cases  of  vdiich  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

223 

9S 

- 

- 

295 

19635 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

13:1 

25.8 

- 

- 

3^7 
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T/3LE  B. 


Details  of  organs  condeinncd  and  reason  for  condemnation. 
Tubercular  Offal  etc:- 


Cows 

Heifers 

Steers 

Bulls 

Pigs 

Heads  and  Tongues 

47 

76 

6l 

5 

283 

Pairs  of  Lungs 

75 

73 

76 

8 

- 

Mesenteries  & Intest. 

32 

21 

22 

- 

85 

Stomachs 

29 

14 

18 

1 

81 

Hearts 

17 

5 

15 

1 

- 

Livers 

25 

27 

28 

— ' 

1 

Spleens 

17 

14 

15 

1 

74 

Skirts 

16 

15 

11 

- 

7 

Kidneys 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

Plucks 

- 

- 

- 

- 

77 

Non-Tubercular  Offal  etc:- 

Cows 

Kei  f ers 

Steers 

Bulls 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Hoads  and  Tongues : 

Abscesses 

1 

1 

1 

- 

2 

0 

Actinorrycosis 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

2 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Pairs  of  Lungs : 

Abscesses 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Cysts 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

lihphysema 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Hdanosis 

— 

1 

- 

— 

Pleurisy 

8 

11 

46 

1 

16 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

- 

1 

67 

1 

Livers : - 

Abscesses 

33 

57 

80 

2 

20 

16 

Cavernous  Angioma 

43 

11 

5 

4 

- 

— 

Cirrhosis 

S3 

92 

99 

2 

189 

1070 

Cysts 

3 

1 

1 

- 

12 

— 

Fatty  Degeneration 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Fatty  Infiltration 

2 

1 

6 

- 

1 

2 

Necrosis 

6 

5 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Peritonitis 

10 

15 

1 

6 

5 

1 
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Non- Tubercular  Of f aj^tc 
TCont'd) 


T 

Cows 

Heifers 

Steers 

Bulls 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Part  Livers : 
Abscesses 

1 

3 

3 

^ 

Cirrhosis 

15 

52 

75 

1 

, 

2 

Necrosis 

— 

2 

mm 

Skirts : 

Abscesses 

2 

4 

1 

Peritonitis 

8 

1 

11 

Spleens ; 

Abscesses 

— 

3 

Peritonitis 

13 

9 

22 

167 

Hearts : 

Abscesses 

1 

Cysts 

3. 

Cystic or cus  Eovis 

— 

1 

mm 

Pericarditis 

3 

3 

6 

5 

Stomachs : 

Abscesses 

2 

2 

4 

Cysts 

— 

1 

_ 

Peritonitis 

53 

32 

24 

3 

167 

Mesenteries  & Intest! 

Abscesses 

1 

1 

2 

MM 

Cys  ts 

— 

1 

1 

Johne’s  Disease 

3 

1 

•• 

Peritonitis 

14 

10 

6 

1 

167 

Udders : 

Abscesses 

— 

3 

mm 

Lactation 

— 

13 

mm 

Kidneys : 

Abscesses 

1 

2 

2 

— 

mm 

Cysts 

— 

— 

- 

— 

4 

mm 

Nephritis 

2 

2 

— 

- 

— 

Plucks : 

Abscesses 

- 

— 

- 

— 

5 

13 

Cysts 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Inflamation 

- 

— 

•- 

— 

U 

4 

Parasitic 

- 

- 

- 

1 

23 

It  ■will  be  seen  from  Table  A that  52,473  lbs  or  23  tons 
8 cwt.2qrs.l  lb  of  meat  and  offal  wore  condemned  during  the  year,  a 
uecroaso  of  25  tons  on  1953* 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  shov/ed  a reduction  from  18  i 5/^ 
to  13 *3^0  in  the  case  of  cattle  oxcludj.ng  covjs  and  from  35»6^j  to  25 18^  in 
the  case  of  cow^s , 
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The  total  number  of  animc?,ls  slaughtered  and  inspected  was 
approximately  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year  but  this  is  accounted 
for  by  the  increased  use  of  the  bacon  factory.  The  number  of  cattle, 
calves  and  sheep  slaughtered  went  down  by  3646  but  the  number  of  pigs 
increased  by  3549. 


The  duty  of  deciding  which  private  slaughterhouses  should 
be  re-opened  and  what  alterations  should  bo  required  called  for  a 
groat  amount  of  thought  and  deliberation. 

It  might  bo  of  interest  to  summa.rise  in  table  form  the 
applications  which  wore  rccoive-d  and  the  action  taken. 


Application.  Brief  details  of  works  rec^uired 


Period  of 

Licence 


li  Improved  lighting  and  now  blood  and 

fat  traps . 


To  31/7/59 


2.  Additional  hcinging  space. 


To  31/7/59 


3. 


4» 


5. 


6'* 


7. 


Undorboarding  of  roof;  re-surfacing  of 
walls  and  floors;  provision  of  a sinlc 
with  hot  and  cold  water  over;  additional 
lighting  and  ventilation;  general  repairs. 

Undorboarding  of  roof;  relaying  of  drains 
and  renewal  of  blood  and  fat  trap;  repairs 
to  structure;  provision  of  sinlc  with  hot 
and  cold  water  over;  re-surfacing  of  yard. 

Application  refused;  Appeal  to  Court; 

Council  agreed  to  submit  list  of  works 
required;  in  taking  down  defective  wall 
whole  building  collapsed  and  was  rebuilt 
on  modem  linos;  glazed  brick  wall  surface; 

UP  to  date  lighting  and  ventilation; 
washing  facilities  etc.;  cold  room. 

Undorboarding  of  roof;  repaving  of  yard; 
fly  proofing;  provision  of  sink  with  hot  To  31/7/55 
and  cold  water  over;  nev-/  gutters. 

Application  refused  because  of  ‘Idic 
structural  condition  of  the  building,  its  . - 

situation  and  the  lack  of  reasonable 
facilities . 


To  31/7/55 

To  31/7/55 

To  31/7/55 
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Application. 


8. 


Brief  details  of  works  required  Period  of 

Licence 

Application  refused  because  of  the 
structured,  condition  of  the  building,  its 
situation  and  the  lack  of  reasonable 
facilities. 


9.  Application  refused  because  of  the 

structural  condition  of  the  building,  its 
situation  and  the  lack  of  reasonable 
facilities. 


10.  Application  refused j appeal  to  Court  vdriich 

was  withdrawn.  Further  application. 

Matter  still  pending. 


The  premises  which  arc  licensed  have  generally  been  kept  in 
fair  condition  and  managed  satisfactorily.  There  are  certain  minor 
improvements  i-diich  ought  to  be  carried  out  and  those  will  be  bom  in  mind 
when  applications  for  renewals  are  considered. 


39  persons  x^rcrc  licensed  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act. 
There  were  no  contraventions  during  the  year. 

Under  various  legislation  affecting  food  shops,  stores, 
food  preparation  etc.  premises,  the  undermentioned  inspections  were 
carried  out 


Butchers  Shops  and  Stalls  49 
Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  1 
Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  6 
Grocers  164 
Fried  Fish  Shops  3 
Ice-cream  promises  36 
Manufacture  and  preparation  of 

preserved  food  l6 
Restaurants  and  Dining  rooms  7 
Food  vans  and  vehicles  5 
Public  markets  and  foodsta.lls  70 
Licensed  premises  38 
Other  food  premises  7 
Bakehouses  8 


9 written  notices  were  served  as  a resuJ.t  of  those 

inspections . 

Our  efforts  over  the  past  4 years  with  regard  to  licensed 
premises  arc  novj  showing  results,  Iiiprovcments  to  toilets,  including 
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ro-siting  in  rimy  cases,  additional  ventilation  and  lighting,  modernising 
or  bar  \\p.shing  facilities,  provision  of  additional  amenities  such  as  bath 
rooms  for  licencoes  a,ro  some  of  the  steps  which  have  been  taiccn.  Wc 

shall  continue  to  press  for  alterations  to  those  proiTLiscs  viiich  are  below 
our  standard. 


In  our  inspections  of  food  premises  a considerable  quantity 
of  food  was  cxaiTLincd.  The  following  is  a list  of  foods  condemned 


1086  Tins  Tomatoes 

4 Tins  Soup 

80  Tins  Vegetables 
621  Tins  Fruit 

7 Tins  Apple  Puree 
1 Tin  Peach  Puree 
3 Tins  Cream 
1 Tin  Tomato  juice 
43  Tins  Milk 
6l  Tins  Fish 

5 Jars  jam 

1 Bottle  Coffee  extract 

6 Bottles  ketchup 
1 Jar  Chutney 

3€  46  lbs  Grade  "A”  Beef 
X 16  lbs  Grade  "A"  Pork 


7  Jars  Pickles 
1 Jar  Piccalilli 
11  Tinned  Apple  Puddings 
1 packet  Puyvita 
26  lbs  Dried  Peas 
7 lbs  Pork  Pies 
26  lbs  12  ozs  Cheese 
205  Eggs 

451  lbs  12  ozs  Tinned  Meats 
5 lbs  9 ozs  Bacon 
1 lb  Margarine 
7 lbs  8 ozs  Sausage 
14  lbs  Cod  Fillets 
9 lbs  Mint  Lumps 
X 71  lbs  Grade  "B"  Beef 
X 119  lbs  Bone  in  Beef 


X These  items  are  in  addition  to  the  meat  condemned  at  the 
slaughterhouses,  as  shovn  in  Table  A. 

(c)  Ice-Cream. 


Under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  193 8^  there  were 
registered  at  the  close  of  the  year  76  promises  for  tlic  saC.c  of  ice-cream 
and  1 for  its  mrnuiacturo  and  retailing.  No  ice-crorm  was  manufacturod 
at  those  latter  premises  during  the  year. 

The  "Sta.ndard  code  of  practice"  for  these  promises,  adopted 
by  your  Authority  in  1947^  has  been  in  operation  throughout  the  year  and 
has  formed  the  basis  on  viiich  all  new  applicants  for  r egi  strati  on  have 
been  dealt  with.  The  "code"  also  laid  down  the  officiaj.  ra^uiroments 
for  the  construction  of  vehicles  used  for  the  s a>lc  of  ice-cream,  for 
the  equipment  to  bo  carried  and  for  the  observance  of  hygienic  practices 
by  the  vendors . 


Gencrc'illy  speaking  the  premises  from  v\iiich  ice-cream  is  sold 
a,re  satisfactory  and  retailers  appea.r  to  bo  fully  aware  of  the  need  for 
scrupulous  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of  this  important  article  of  food. 
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19  samples  of  ico-croam  were  submitted  for  anamination 
during  the  year.  10  of  those  were  placed  in  provisional  Grade  I 
(Methylene  Blue  Tost)  and  1 in  Grade  II. 


(d)  Adulteration  etc. 

Your  Authority  is  not  responsible  for  this  work,  the  food 
adulteration  clauses  being  administered  by  the  County  Council, 


(®)  Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks, 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year  in 
a child  of  2 years,  the  agent  causing  the  outbreak  being  Salmonella 
typhi -murium.  It  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 
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